THE SCHOOL OF HISTORY
SOMEONE had made me a present of the
edition de luxe of Machiavelli, which the
ascist State publishing organisation has some-
vhat too fulsomely dedicated to the Duce.
\ll the same, it is doubtless better that a dicta-
orial government should acknowledge its obli-
gations to this instructor of dictators than that,
yhile secretly acting on his theories, it should
ise "Machiavellian" as a term of abuse. When
Frederick the Great was yet only crown prince
ie wrote his moralising Anti-Machiavel. In later
[ays he became more straightforward, governing
rankly in accordance with Machiavelli's prin-
iples.
"Did you make early acquaintance with Machia-
elli's The Prince!" I asked Mussolini.
"My father used to read the book aloud in the
venings, when we were warming ourselves beside
hie smithy fire and were drinking the vin ordinaire
roduced from our own vineyard. It made a deep
npression on me. When, at the age of forty, I
sad Machiavelli once again, the effect was
sinforced."
"It is strange," I said, "how such men as
lachiavelli flourish for a time, pass into oblivion,
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